KEEPING UP APPEARANCES               m
part of the squadron under M. B------, near whom the colonel
placed himself. They were, therefore, two paces in front of me, when the generals came forward to congratulate M. Moreau on the admirable style in which the manoeuvres were carried out. But what did I see? The extreme rapidity of the movements which we had just made had deranged the symmetry of the additions which the captain and the colonel had made to their get-up. The false tail of the colonel's horse had become partly detached ; the stump, composed of a plug of tow, was dragging almost on the ground> like a skein, while the false hair was up in the air, several feet higher, and spread out fan-shaped over the horse's croup, so that he seemed to have an enormous peacock's tail. As
forM. B------'s sham calves, under the pressure of the saddle
flaps they had slipped forward without his perceiving it, and presented a round lump on his shin bones, which produced a most comical effect; the captain, all the while sitting proudly upright on his horse, as who should say, c Look at me! What a handsome man I am!' At twenty years old one has not much gravity; mine was overcome by the grotesque spectacle which I had under my eyes, and, in spite of the imposing presence of three generals, I could not restrain myself from shouting wildly with laughter. I writhed on my saddle, I gnawed the sleeve of my jacket: it was no use; I laughed and laughed until my sides ached. Thereupon the inspector-general, not knowing the cause of my merriment, ordered me to fall out of the ranks and put myself under arrest. I obeyed, but, as I was obliged to pass between the horses of the colonel and of the captain, my eyes fell again, in spite of myself, on that infernal tail and also on the new-fashioned calves, and there I was again seized with an inextinguishable laugh which nothing could check. The generals must have thought that I was gone mad • but as soon as they had departed, the officers of the regiment, coming up
to the colonel and Captain B------, soon knew what was the
matter, and laughed like me—but at least with less danger to themselves.
That evening Major Blancheville was at a party at Mme.n the centre, formingve francshere I was received with open arms byree to take part again in hostilities.
